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Hello HPPHC Members, 
It is a busy time in the horse world.  

A lot of news has been passed on to me for 

inclusion in the Newsletter this month 

including some information on horse 

property use in Larimer County.  This article 

includes where to find more information 

online.  I’ve also been forwarded a proposal 

regarding Solid Paint Bred horses.  Please go 

to www.HPPHC.com for information on this 

important topic, and instructions on how to 

have your name added to the proposal 

created by LeAnne McCamey from J & L 

Performance Horses.   

In addition, it’s time to select APHA 

Directors to serve in 2010–2011.  Directors 

play an active role in the association’s 

business and continued growth. Serving as 

an APHA director allows a member to help 

chart the course of the association by 

formulating rules and procedures, electing 

the APHA Executive Committee and voting 

on rule- 

 

 

change proposals.  About 120 directors 

represent all APHA members, although the 

exact number varies each year, depending 

on total association membership. Serving 

alternating two-year terms, about half of 

the director positions are up for election 

each year.   

The HPPHC Board has 

recommended that Robert Dehn and Karen 

Banister be on the ballot for this election.  

You may vote online at: 

http://www.apha.com/directors/index.ht

ml  

or, go to that page and request a mail 

ballot before April 1, 2009.  Election 

results will be announced in June 2009, 

with elected directors installed during the 

annual APHA Convention in October 2009. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tia Leftin 
HPPHC Immediate Past President 
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Information from Karen Banister, one of 
the HPPHC’s nominees for APHA National 

Director: 
 
I am Karen Banister and would like to once 
again be considered to represent Colorado as 
a National Director to the APHA. My husband 
Marc and I operate White Harvest Farms as a 
family owned boarding, breeding, and training 
business. We have a long history with 
Colorado as our business was established 
there in 1985. We happily have raised our two 
children Elizabeth and Marcus in the nurturing 
family atmosphere provided by the American 
Paint Horse related shows and activities.  I 
have served as a chairmen or board member 
for several different committees over the past 
several years of my previous service. I have 
actively participated in every meeting each 
year I have been a director. I am honored to 
represent the families and businesses of our 
state and am willing to stand up for the 
expressed needs and concerns of our 
members. If elected I will continue to 
passionately protect the unique family oriented 
values and heritage that the APHA was 
founded upon, while defending our right to stay 
progressive without losing site of our identity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanna’ Help? 
 

The HPPHC show committee is 

the group that gets into the details of 

organizing and putting on a show. This 

committee is headed up by the HPPHC 

Board, but is a volunteer committee 

that anyone can participate on. Please 

contact Debbie Dehn if you are 

interested in helping at our shows. 

 

 

The HPPHC is sending 

a big Thank You to: 

 

 

 

For the great door 

prizes they donated to 

our banquet!!! 
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Colorado man earns highest 
honor from the American Paint 

Horse Association 
  
FORT WORTH, Texas—Don Manuello of Sterling, 

Colo., was presented with the American Paint 

Horse Association‟s (APHA) highest member 

honor, the Distinguished Service Award, at the 

organization‟s annual convention and membership 

meeting in San Diego, Calif. This award is given 

annually to a special APHA member who has 

helped the association make significant strides 

through the years. Manuello was recognized in 

2008 for more than 20 years of exemplary service 

to APHA in an effort to advance the Association 

and improve the breed both locally and nationally. 

            During his more than 20 years of 

membership and service to the Association, 

Manuello spent 11 of those years, 1990-2001, as 

an APHA National Director. He has also served 

as director and president of the High Plains Paint 

Horse Club, director of the Rocky Mountain Paint 

Horse Association and a member of the Zone 3 

Coordinating Committee, National Western Club, 

Judges Committee of the National Western Stock 

Show and Equine Committee of the National 

Western Stock Show—all of which directly affect 

the equine industry in his home state of 

Colorado. In addition to these duties, Manuello 

spent more than 15 years as the media director 

for the equine industry‟s Color Breed Council 

Judges Seminar. 

            Manuello‟s extensive knowledge of the 

Paint Horse breed and tireless work ethic led him 

to serve as a ringmaster or ring steward for 22 

consecutive APHA World Championship Paint 

Horse Shows, along with numerous other large 

horse shows across the country. While he 

continues to ring steward today, Manuello has 

served as APHA‟s vice chairman of the Judges 

Committee for 10 years and as a contributing 

member of the Association‟s Nominating 

Committee, Professional Horseman‟s Committee 

and the Rules Committee. 

            “There are countless situations beyond 

the recorded „official‟ positions Don has held 

where he was the driving force behind the 

success for our breed, judges and members,” 

said fellow APHA-member and friend Karen 

Banister of Brighton, Colo. “Only the individuals 

blessed by him at that single moment in time will 

remember his actions. But, for those people, his 

personal effect on their lives will never be 

forgotten.” 
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News from Larimer County 

Horse property use: 
òWe need a miracleó 

 
FORT COLLINS,  Colorado  --  Distrust of 

county government and alleged unfair treatment set 

the tone for the first feedback session on changing 
the property rights of Larimer County horse 

businesses.   

òWe are scared,ó one stable owner told the 

70 ð 80 people that attended the meeti ng Tuesday, 

Feb 17 at the county courthouse offices. òI believe 

horse people are being targeted.ó The horse 
industry òis not big or profitable, but itõs a great 

industry.ó 

Linda Hoffman, director of the countyõs 

Rural Land Use Center , tried to calm fears. 

Properties boarding up to four horses currently 

operate rule -free, but since nobody knows where 
this study will go, that could change.  

òWe are very anxious to find a way to 

preserve and protect the long -term health and 

viability of the equine industry in Larimer County,ó 

said Hoffman. A self -described òKansas farm girló 
with family ties to the horse industry, Hoffman is in 

charge of facilitating the study.  

Many questioned  why the county is taking 

action so quickly after the bitter livestock battle 

three years ago when proposed restrictions ð that 

included all horse owners ð were quashed in a vote 
by county commissioners.    

Hoffman, not on staff during that conflict, 

said L arimer has received 25 complaints from 

neighbors of horse businesses over the last three 

years. Later, she added that several of those 
complaints were found not valid.  

One attendee asked, òOut of 818 farms, 

thatõs less than eight complaints a year. Why are we 

even here?ó  

Others questioned the countyõs timing 

during recession -strapped times, pointing to the 
flounder ing $4 -billion Kentucky equine industry  as 

an example of what could happen in Larimer 

County.   Coloradoõs horse industry generates $1.6 

billion and 21,300 jobs a year .  

Several attendees cited Larimer Countyõs 

Right to Farm  position  and its published stance on 
The Code of the West , saying that, as population 

increases, horse businesses deserve special 

consideration. òWe were here first. We need to be 

protected,ó said Jenny McGraw , a real estate 

broker, horse owner, and former mayor of nearby 
Timnath.  

òPerhaps Larimer County should have a tax 

credit for horse businesses,ó said one attendee. 

òWhy would you not do that here, if youõre really 

serious about protecting this way of life?ó 

Potential horse -business owners 
currently face $2,300 in Larimer County fees for 

special review of their business plans, plus the 

cost of what it takes to bring a business into 

compliance . County òcompatibilityó benchmarks 

for horse businesses include solutions for dust, 

traffic, noise, lights, visual character, 
environmental quality and manure management.  

The county estimates that at least 70 

businesses ð many of which have operated for 

decades ð are runnin g without special review 

approval. Under a complicated set of 
ògrandfatheró rules, some businesses started 

before 1988 may escape review. But if the county 

toughens enforcement, and indirectly increases 

the cost to run a horse business, one stable 

owner asked, òWeõre in a recession, where is that 

money coming from?ó 
Twenty years ago, running a horse facility 

caused negligible problems, but with the nationõs 

population expected to hit 350 million by 

2025,  acreage grows scarce.   òIf your idea of 

America conjures up visions of unlimited wide, 

open spaces, or of houses on acres and acres of 
land, you may be in for quite a shock,ó notes 

Alison Stein W ellner, in òThe Next 25 Yearsó, 

written for American Demographics.  

As Larimer follows the trend of city 

expansion outward , what many cling to as a way 
of life has become a disappearing act. From an 

assessorõs perspective, 100 homes on 100 acres 

bring in more tax dollars ð and less conflict --  

than a typical horse business on 100 acres.  

Control of this study will go to an 

advisory work group appointed by county 
commissioners, according to Hoffman. There are 

no applications for work group participation, she 

said. Hoffman said she did not know who would 

make up the work group, except that 

membership would be òbalanced and diverseó. 
A plan is expected to come to a vote 

before the county commissioners in November or 

December 2009.  

Hoffman tried to steer the disgruntled 

crowd toward a solution, also known as òStep 3ó 

on the countyõs timeline for developing new rules. 
Few agreed on what, if anything needs to be 

done.  

òI think we need a miracle in Step 3,ó 

said Hoffman. The timeline  targets a finishe d plan 

with a preliminary vote before county planning 

commissioners sometime between July and 
September.  

Hoffman encouraged those interested in 

more information about this issue to visit the 

county's web page at 

http://www.larimer.org/horses/ , which also 
contains  her e -mail link.   

 
 

http://www.co.larimer.co.us/rluc/
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=100754662
http://www.chda.org/media/152248%20American%20Horse%20Council_Colorado62305.pdf
http://www.chda.org/media/152248%20American%20Horse%20Council_Colorado62305.pdf
http://www.co.larimer.co.us/bocc/position_guide.htm
http://www.co.larimer.co.us/bocc/position_guide.htm
http://www.co.larimer.co.us/planning/planning/code_of_the_west/index.htm
http://www.jennymcgraw.com/home.asp
http://www.larimer.org/horses/horseboardingregs.pdf
http://www.larimer.org/horses/horseboardingregs.pdf
http://www.larimer.org/horses/horseboardingregs.pdf
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m4021/is_3_25/ai_99331431
http://www.larimer.org/horses/timeline.pdf
http://www.larimer.org/horses/

